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A landmark Federal Court case
raised against the State Govern-
ment by a Goldfields Aboriginal
corporation could change the face
of  native title compensation nego-
tiations in Australia.

Northern Goldfields-based Tji-
warl Aboriginal Corporation yes-
terday filed the extinguishment
and impairment claims to the Fed-
eral Court arguing payment was
never made for government and

mining works within the body’s
7800sqm native title area.

The move comes amid height-
ened scrutiny over development at
sensitive cultural sites sparked by
Rio Tinto’s legal destruction of  the
46,000-year-old caves at Juukan
Gorge in the Pilbara. 

Tjiwarl’s claim also canvasses
destruction of  cultural sites and ir-
reversible environmental damage
with “no regard” for the special
value the land holds for traditional
owners. The extraordinary claim

seeks compensation for activities
such as development of  the Gold-
fields Highway, gravel pits and
bores, renewal of  pastoral leases
and water access for mining pro-
jects. Some mines between Leono-
ra and Wiluna, as well as the
historic creation of  pastoral leases
after 1975, will also fall under the
compensation claim.

TAC chief  executive Greg Ryan-
Gadsden said the case would have
ramifications for compensation
negotiations with native title

holders right across Australia.
“Recent events have demonstrat-

ed that little consideration is given
to the special value of  Aboriginal
culture and heritage,” he said.

“Mining and infrastructure pro-
ject developers need to appro-
priately compensate for the
impacts that they have which pre-
vent native title holders from exer-
cising their native title rights and
interests on their country.”

“Many of  us are still on country
looking after Tjukurrpa (dream-

ing) sites,” TAC chairman Brett
Lewis said. “We can’t access all of
the areas and this causes a lot of
shame for our people because we
can’t meet our cultural responsi-
bilities.” The case is expected to go
for several years.

A State Government spokesper-
son said the Tjiwarl claim would be
a test case for issues left outstand-
ing by the 2019 Timber Creek deci-
sion, where $2.5m was awarded to
native title holders for spiritual
harm caused by loss of  rights.
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An Esperance man facing child
exploitation charges has been
given one last chance to attend
court after failing to appear all
year.

Craig David Rolf  Leggett was
charged with four counts of  rec-
ording a child over 13 and two
counts of  possessing child exploi-
tation material from April 2018.

Mr Leggett on Tuesday again
admitted himself  into Esperance
Hospital for anxiety on the same
day as his Magistrate’s Court ap-
pearance — an action he has
repeated several times since Janu-
ary. Police prosecutor Sen. Const.
Carolyn Petersen called on the ma-
gistrate to progress the charges to
the District Court given his repeat-
ed avoidance of  court.

“This matter has been tracking
along with multiple non-appear-
ances by the accused,” she said.

“As the court date approaches he
becomes anxious and admits him-
self  into hospital.

“It doesn’t matter how many
adjournments he gets, he’s always
going to have this anxiety before
the court date and not appear.”

Sen. Const. Petersen told the
court all disclosure had been
served to the defence, and the pros-
ecution was ready to go to trial.

Mr Leggett had failed to 
appear on January 7, February 4
and March 10 due to being in 
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Church of  Christ’s new place of
worship was officially opened
yesterday with a ribbon-cutting
ceremony and key stakeholders
marking a new chapter for the
122-year-old church.

With their previous building
about to face the wrecking ball,
the opening of  the church on Hay

Street ticked the final box for new
Coles Shopping Complex devel-
opers Windsor Knight, which can
now proceed with land-clearing
as construction continues on the
Egan Street site for a mid-2021
completion.

Last Sunday’s service was the
first at the new building and the
congregation’s first time togeth-
er since COVID-19 restrictions

were eased, giving the church
community double the reason to
celebrate.

“It was good from two points of
view; one to be in our new build-
ing and secondly being back
together again after so many
months of  having to do it by live
stream and people being isolated,
so it was a great sense of  expecta-
tion, anticipation, great excite-

ment, lots of  clapping and happy
faces,” Pastor Larry Gibb said.

Windsor Knight head develop-
er Greg Pearce made the trip to
Kalgoorlie-Boulder to see the
final church the company funded
as part of  the deal to create the
shopping centre.

“The first thing we had to do 

Church of Christ pastor Larry Gibb and chairman Ron Mosby at the new Hay Street premises. Picture: Kelsey Reid 
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